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Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes

for
The New Year
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Five-Line Poem
DARK FOREST

Minami-Sanriku Town
Ms. Mayumi Kudo

While shopping

alone

A big quake happened

I squatted down and called
the name of my little child

Quickly got home and
I ran up to a hill
carrying my child
Nothing I had

just carrying my child

It snowed a little
Immediately after
we reached a hill
Waves rushed and
surged toward us

Voice of a lady

who was announcing
evacuation publicly
from Town Hall
abruptly stopped

Brown hands of waves
destroying our town
Houses were

drifted away

as they were
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Stop it

stop it
Shouting at
tsunami

We ran away

Dodging utility poles
that were falling
down toward us

and passing under
electric wires

Running away
and fleeing

to higher places
Higher and higher
much-higher place

We escape to the

back hill of the shrine
Screaming of the town
sounds under us

Though we’re also crying!

We escape with my family
in the snow

Even the dark forest is
regarded as a lamp

to protect our lives

Ducking at a corner

of an elementary school gym
which we arrived at

I hug my child

every time we feel aftershocks



DTN REME
NTIHoT
K5
WiEbiTnR%E
HENRT

EENEST
BWHBRIT X
piid

L EY R

it CTTMA TP

BT

Hx Tui=
HEVIZIHEFT
BB
b2

mEIhoT
Fi
ST -3
ZBoIAATND

BHBWNT
H—F
LIz Tna
I

PLVNT WD

kS

BEDOTET

Z 26 kiR
RLAEASBEUN T
BHRENBRNT

Sharing a few blankets

each other and we

sleep

Putting legs covered with sand
one another

Tsunami has left and
dawn came we found
horrible

Birds of migrant
confusedly flew away

Our town

has disappeared

Too heartless and

we cannot utter a word
also cannot be in tears

My home

on a hill was

final destination
Unfamiliar house
rushed into my home

Windows are broken
the curtain is
calmly swaying
Wind is crying

as well

Waves have come

to the foot of Torii gate of a shrine
Upward from there is another world

Pink plums are blooming

Early spring flowers are blooming
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Ocean is

heartlessly

calm spring ocean
and is shining
Telling that it’s a lie?

Those who lost their children

and who cannot meet their husbands

Nothing can
be said
Blank town

The night

of my birthday

at the evacuation site
My child kissed me
shifting his mask

The time of return

I don’t know when

We left our town

apologizing and apologizing
to God (in shrine of my home)

Costumes of priest

tools for ceremony and

seal of priest

were safe, which means

We are told to make the best

My child calls

names of all family members and says

Just tried calling names
There are persons
who respond



LT My husband wept

+H B DOKIZ in the night

>/ AR ten days after the disaster
Coé& bearing

FRFNIZ quietly

H 9 My life is not only mine

FLTZ T DA TR from now on

zi{hb - 2oy Realizing

\EHOE % numerous dreams

25X of those who went to the heaven

(BFDFE 30, FIiL4m) “Author: wife of 30’s of a priest and 4-year son”

BFDF Poem of the Son

x> o Batsu Batsu (No good No good)
REIBPIFTIT (47%) Mr. Yuusuke Kudo (4 years old)
DRI I do not like

EHNTY tsunami

T May 1

MHIEIZ say so to

WEB 9 H the God?
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had been around one meter
as myself, Yu-chan,

oleb it would have been
LMo DIz happy for all
WIHLRADWZIRATE House of Yu-chan
H 9 has changed

Z 52T like this

Z 3T like this

ORI NTEDD and like this

1< I do not

EHWVAR like an
E.L.ATEE earthquake

£ No good (Batsu)
i No good (Batsu)
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Return to home

but

Where will we return?
Oh

BEHHLRADEZ A0S to house of my grandma
Wbl ZiX Yu-chan’s house
TAFadERN now only a tree
CPE=A, is standing

i 4 alone
TeoTHETRD and nothing

WE Now

FEW o hads seeds that were sowed
ZZADIRMNT in my heart

VWVE Now

YAV is blooming

(Translation: IISEE/BRI)
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